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British Columbia."—The surface waters of British Columbia are vested in the 
Crown in the right of the province and are administered by the Water Rights Branch 
of the Department of Lands under the Water Act, the Drainage Dyking and Develop
ment Act and the Ditches and Watercourses Act. The administration of the Acts 
is vested in the Comptroller of Water Rights and the Water Board, the latter com
prising a Chairman, the Comptroller of Water Rights and the Chief Engineer of 
the Branch. 

Licences to use water for irrigation are issued by the Comptroller of Water 
Rights, and since 1858, when the first right to use water was given, upwards of 9,000 
irrigation licences have been issued. 

There are several forms of organization operating irrigation systems in British 
Columbia, and Table 39, pp. 272-273 of the 1938 Year Book, give statistics of the 
larger irrigation projects for 1937, the latest year available. 

Average Values of Farm Lands.—Statistics showing the average values of 
farm lands in Canada in 1910 and from 1920 to 1938, are given in Table 42. The 
values are as estimated by crop correspondents and show the rise in land values 
between 1910 and 1920, the general decline vvith moderate fluctuations from 1920 
to 1929, and the rapid fall since 1929 to a point below the 1910 level for the country 
as a whole. 

42.—Average Values per Acre of Occupied Farm Lands1 in Canada, as Estimated by 
Crop Correspondents, 1910 and 1926-38. 
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»Orchards and fruit lands, 1938, with 1937 in parentheses: 
British Columbia 1265 ($261). 

Nova Scotia $88 ($96); Ontario $87 ($89); 

Subsection 11.—International Agricultural Statistics. 

World Production of Cereals and Potatoes.—Table 43, constructed from 
data published by the International Institute of Agriculture, shows the areas and 
yields of wheat, oats, barley, rye, corn, and potatoes for the years 1937 and 1938, 
in countries of the Northern Hemisphere, and for the years 1937-38 and 1938-39 
in countries of the Southern Hemisphere. The annual average acreages and yields 
are also given for the five-year period, 1932-36 (1932-33 to 1936-37), and the areas 
and yields of 1938 (1938-39) are compared in percentages with those of the five-year 
period. 

* Revised by J. C. MacDonald, Comptroller of Water Rights, Department of Lands, Victoria, B.C. 


